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: 10 ALL RANKS or PEOPLE, . 


- Occaſion of the Preſent Searcy; ; 
WT Jring caken from, the 8 our Saviour 5 Miracu- 


Tag feeding Five Thouſa Perſons with Five — 5 
A N and, en, 8 n . 


5 TI cannot be unſeafocable to PIER the alias . 5 5 
Sunday Reading (for Auguſt, 1795) to the 


e of the ſtory of our Saviours 


- miraculouſly feeding five t ouſand perſons with 
five barley loaves, and two ſmall Ales,” as. it 2 


: e in the fixth 5 * . 


Os 


Jo 5 5 5 e n % we „ in the | 
former chapter] both in healing the fick, and in 


— teaching the 
- 5 over the fea „ Galilee. | And a great. multitude. 


: followed him, becauſe they ſaw the miracles 
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from him, or the excellence they faw in his 


character, but becauſe they 


Jaw the miracles 


ike ſome of them, an everlaſting benefit to his 
_ foul. Such hoſpitals ought to be very liberally - 


* 


| The multitude in thoſe days were much like 
the multitude now; they did not follow Chriſt _ 
on account of the good inſtruction they got 


Jubſci 
8 hey 
A mity. 


which he did on them that were diſeaſed. Their Bu 
aſtoniſhment was excited, and their natural feel. / 
ings alſo were called forth by theſe acts of mercy; ompa 
and it was the manner of our Saviour, when ge Ine 
had thus gained their attention, to turn his bene- © Ie: 
_ heence to their bodies to the benefit of their fouls, %u 
by preaching to the crowds whom his miracles Te 
—Meoeded-_. OE Phi 
Let it therefore be here remarked by the way, It t 
mat the beſt mode of ſhewing charity to the poor ad Hs 
is that of which our Saviour has ſet the ex- Phethe 
ample; I mean the uniting charitable help and gore 
religious inſtruction both together, for many a = 
one may take from the ſame hand which has It of 
given him bread, a bible, or ſome religious book Ez 
which may prove a far greater benefit than all 6 
the money which he may have received: Hol. ally f 
pitals to which chapels are annexed, are to be filip, 
praiſed on account of their uniting theſe two d yet 
principles: the ſick man goes thither indeed onder 
ſeeking only to be cured of his bodily diforder, our 
juſt like the ſick people Who applied to Chriſt; 5 
yet by attending the chapel he may alſo, obtain, In th 
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lubſcribed to by chriftians; for it is plain that | 
ey are founded in the: true ſpirit of chriſti· Es 


1 ity. 


Fg 


But to proceed with 2 ATI ſtory: : " When . 
eſus then bfted up his eyes, and ſaw a' great 
Jom ban) come unto him, he ſaith unto Platip, © 


6 hence ſhall we. buy bread that theſe may eat? + 
id this he ſatd to prove 0/2 for a OM 


eu what he would « 


Philip had een Chriſt Haas the gel, . 40 1 


Þimberieſs miracles; this queſtion is therefore 


Sit to him with the view of proving whether he 


$:d thereby learnt to believe fully in Chriſt, and 


Thether he thought that the ſame Jeſus, who had 


Non ed the lick could 9 the W alſo. 


It often olenſes God to prove us, in order mn 
ke manner to exerciſe:our faith. Our national 


5 = ought to be conſidered as ſent to us princi- 


ſally for this end. Wie have not indeed, like 
| klip, beheld any actual miracles in theſe days, 


d yet methinks we have already witneſſed many 


gonderful interferences of Providence in. behalf . 


| 3 nation. e ? 


Jin the year 1288, when Londan fond likely "4 


be deſtroyed through the riots which 7 5055 
Fed, it N Gad to ſtop that tremen 
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1. and to lengthen .c out the peared of this 9k, 
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. nalen. Not ly fince our. king "as 77 
5 ns to us, almoſt by a miracle. any dangers « 
__ -- invaſion or inſurrettion which lately were ſu 


_ to threaten us, have alſo been checked df w. 

turned away. We ought therefore to acknovſf 7 

+ the good hand of Providence, in tune paſf r 

* 8 3 : to truſt the ſame power in the time to come] w! 

In for ſurely He who has done already ſo mar ſu 

"SUP geren things for us, is able by one means 4 ei 

- Other, to multipl . bread to us alſo. We ouglh 

all indeed to conſider the preſent ſcarcity as 

O's. call to re 1 and a puniſhment 2 off #7 

„ 3 : - manifold and yet if, like Philip, w wh 

OS > 4 true ee we may look upon it 8 as % 

trial of our faith, and as an event that is "I fe 

= prove us, by which it may. even 1 God, (il wa 

one way or other, to do us good, or he. hin do! 

3 8 5 what he wall do. e 5 

| 5 0 E \ 

8 IN x Philip anf eren 1 | Tis hundred: pen alw 

e 0 Z bread is not ſu 1 what” JON: the 

. F a FORTE: e wil 

A penny in thoſe os: was. Hae” to 35 cou 

e e of our money, and Was the ca kn 

mon day's wages of a labouring man; moi circ 

- heing indeed much more valuable then than iii whe 

now. Two hundred pence was therefore eq 

to about ſeven of our pounds ſterling; WI . 

5 Was a. far e ſum Chriſt and 2 77 
Fele co d have raiſed. among. . 
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e tore. pears 1 Philip 3 FEI RE, f 8 ak: if 28 Cy 
gers off Since therefore all the money which could de 
re ſun got together from the whole party of diſciples 

ked df would not be Ju efficient to buy ſo much breed 
cknow that” every one of the multitude might” take ©. 3 
xe paſſl Atte, The caſe. appeared deſperate to Philip, = 


come who does not ſeem at this moment to have been f 
m e e ol the 8 hs „ 
8 briſt. | = RA 2 8 25 ' - 1 * 
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ty. as 8056 + bid 5 167 mY 1 Simon Fes, 5 
of 0 brother, faith unto hin, there is. a lad fler. 
we af which hath five barley. loaves- and two ſmall - 
ſo as fiſhes, "but what are they among ſo many? A 
fe eſus ſaid, Make the nen fit down. Now tere 
was much graſs in the place. Ss ther men Jt 0 al 
N in number about 729 0 e N e 


— 


OT Whatſoevey Drafts we 1 ; be i in, our duty is 
pen always to do as we are b in the ſcriptures, and 
ery. aff then to leave the event to Almighty power and 
. wiſdom. At Chriſt's command the men ſat 
Tot down, thou __ they did not at all fee how Ny 
to ab( could be. fed 5 ſo let us be anxious only: to . 
ne co know what 10 ecomes us to do in our preſent 

1 circumſtances,” caſting all our cares on Him 


uan i . is able to. provide for WR — 7 85 : 
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| all Ge n thanks he diftributed to tis di Sen 

a8 hat! 825 he EO ne alſo? and '5 
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which were added indeed a few of the ſmalleſt 
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common ſort. Ah ! how many rich perſons are 
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N this chriſtian cuſtom of, giving thanks, even be. 
And I muſt ſay equally to the poor, how many 
+. of you are there who neglect grace before your 


bde ready rather to complain; not chuſing, even 
in a time of ſcarcity, to eat any bread that is not 
wheaten! So little do many both of the rich 


As poſſeſs of that patient and humble, and thankful 
oſtles. 
3 : We read that Jeſus then P . 

bute the loaves to the diſciples, and the diſciples 


, : * 
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. fiſhes as much af they would ; and it appears that 
ds the diſciples gave out the bread, our Saviour, 
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© little pittance? Let it be further. remarked, that 
. theſe thanks were given for barley loaves, to 


hes, which are 17 7 of the worſt and moſt 


” ©, there who, in this irreligious age, have left off 


F meat, and how many op: you are there likewiſe, 
oho, if the ſame barley bread was preſented to 

- 7 you which was offered to the Saviour of the 
world, inſtead of giving thanks as he did, would. 


and poor deſerve that chriſtian name to which 
all nevertheleſs lay claim, and fo little do any of 


ſpirit, which. diſtinguiſhed Chriſt and his a- 
roceeded to dri. 
ſo them that were ſat. down; and likewiſe of the 


by a moft extraordinary miracle, cauſed it con- 
increaſe as it paſſed through their 
N i gs Sol Nas bs hands, 


00 


j were five thouſand people, many of them helpleſs 755 


is it recorded, as in fact it is, in all the four. - 


4 9 955 e EE beg 
hands, 6 that the whole mukirae was s ſufficient 


— 1 >> 
- fa N | 


What an = 3 was this! . 1 


women and children, who ſat down hungry ane 
faint, without any ps ſpe& of getting nouriſh- 4 
ment; and Who roſe up having been fed the xx, I 
knew: not how, ſo as to be fibres to heir 
flrength and't to 17 their hunger fully ſatisfied. i 


But what are we to learn by the irate?! Why 


Evangeliſts ? We may learn from it in the firſt 

place the greatneſs of the power of Chrift. It is 

another proof added ts all that went before, of his 
being indeed the Son of God. He wrought III 
manner of miracles, the blind received their gr 
the lanie walked, the lepers: were cleanſed at his com WM 
mand, and even the winds and the ſeas obeyed Him. 
He caft out devils by his word, the very angels, , 
of God alſo. are ſaid to worſhip him. By ins E 
indeed God made. the- world. No wonder then 
that the whole kingdom of nature is ſubject to 
him: the kingdom of providence i is placed in his 
hands alſo, hog it 1s He who'is made head ot the 
kingdom of grace; kor the government is on As: 
 roulders : all Dower 75. given him both in heaven 8 
and earth.” Ati is in him to Have, and i it is in N Fs 
is e PE SE A | 


* 72 15 8 [ * \ 
Fe 5 5 ne, ; 2 | x Ja k 2 | , t | | | 
5 in we may FI . this miracle; in 8 | 
EP, next place, in what. H ner VVV 
wont 1 is power. It is ſ. : other 


55 part of Seripture, t when Chrit mul 

REDS: E litudes who- followed him he had com ha aon on 
item, and that he would not fend them home me feſt 

[ %. they . faint by the way, ar ders 

. came from far. What exceedingly great 

| STAY merey do we difcover in the character of our Sa- 

* 5 vuicur ! the more we examine it in every part, the 


þ FE 8 more compaſſion do we find; He not only re- 
11 e | garded the ſouls of men, but he felt (as 80 all 
WES . ought to do) for their bodies alſo, and his 1dr 


mind therefore led him peculiarly. to concern him- 
ell for that part of his hearers who had 1 a 
long way, leſt they ſhould be weary before they = 
5 S home, and ſhould thus ſuffer in any reſpełt 5 

. their havifig gone after Chriſt. Here then is a 

| 5 hint given Nh that no man need be afraid of any 
real miſchief or inconvenience ha ning to him, 
* l N a ONT. © of of Cine: * 18 
not 
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J 2 The e is FIN to ee of not 9 
. © Nanding this part of the 14. I this inſtance a great 
_  Prophet,- who was alſo the expetted Saviour, had 
+ © Rs © 5 appeared i in the world, and 1 * went a about working mi- 
+2 © + racles as well as inflruQing the people: it therefore be - 
came the duty of men for. a time, even to quit their 
| work, that they mi ht do honour to this Divine Teacher 
E 5 as well as view his miracles and receive the truth from 
C * — e this multitude Og in . wo 
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not im ible tar Has = FT PE fille 0 or 

connełtions of theſe moltitüdes, would char e 

them with indiſcretion and folly for venturing ſo 

far from home in company With this Sn ng 5 
ry perſon, and might even laugh at them and Z Ky 

; at they 1ninded Chriſt more than their nece 

ry food. The event however proved that all 


ſuch worldly ſcoffers and reaſoners were miſtak--- 


en, for Chriſt took it upon himſelf to provide. for 
the whole a at came after e ON 7 


2 . 8 


8 a FS ES 2 


— 


—— 


of 50 were 15 fie hom 8 Howe to fave ren 2 
« following Chriſt,” chat a miracle was wrought in their 

behalf. Nomiracles-hawever will now be wrought for 

thoſe, who merely on ſome religious pretence break of >= - 


their her Hope and neceſſary work, thus expoling both 


and their families to ſuffer want. And yet =. 0 
ap: us take care that this caution be rightly and faith rs 5 
derſtood alſo. We are blaming theſe who under he 5 
mere pretext of attendance on religious worſhip, adulgge 
eicher their curioſity to hear ſoine-favourice preacher, 2 55 


or elſe their floth, and not thoſe who. being induſtrious; 
in their ordinary. matters and having ſufficient time for 
it, are more frequent than their worldly neighbours in 


every religious exerciſe, The. true flate of the caſe” now 


ſeems to be this; worſhip. is a neceflary part of . 
Ks to Ale duties of our ſtation is $ another neceſſa- 
To attend to both of theſe in their ſeveral | 


Kalos a according. to our opportunity, and ta exerciſe 


a Chriſtian princ iple in both, is what is here intende! 
28 he 12825 . . ing 5 Chriſt,” eb 
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A Acaſenotunlike this often happens now. When 
2uꝗqan begins to be very conſcientious, ſtrict, and 
truly religious, reſolving henceforth to follow 
Chriſt, his worldly friends are apt to think him 
. raſh and imprudent in not keeping ſo cloſely to 
his worldly intereſt as he did before? they ſee 
bim begin to {<>rifice or hazard mary a thing for 
Chriſt's fake, juſt as this croud hazarded their 
dinner, and theſe unbelieving people. therefore 
are ready to rebuke the religious man and ſay, 
Why will vou venture ſo much for religion? 
Why dont you mind the main chance? Why 
ada are you ſuch a fool as to- ſcruple taking a little 
unjuſt gain? and why will you make yourſelf ſo 
unpopular and diſagreeable by your ſingularity 

| and ftrifinefs ?—or why will you riſk the af, 
- pleaſure. of ſome worldly friend or. protector, 
who might be of uſe to you or your family if you 
would follow him inſtead of following Chriſt and 
your religion, You will ruin yourſelf at this 
rate; you will not have bread to eat; you will 
_. ceftainly be ſtarved.” But the religious man 1. | 

- anſweras this multitude might have anſwered, 
am determined to leave all for Chriſt, and I 


for me: I will follow wherever religion leads, 
though it ſhould chance to lead me ever ſo, far 


fer me to fink While 1 am engaged 11 his ſervice.“ 
In truth the loſſes and inconveniencies which 
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| know that he is both able and viBng to provide | 


from my paſt connections, or habits, and manner 
Olk life, for I will truſt in God who will not ſuf. 


__  thaeaten 


- 
* 


639 

Wien threaten a man on his becoming religious, are in 
K 2 general apparent only and not real: they are often , 
20 a2 mere phantom which vaniſhes when he makes 
W ie the experiment of being really religious? or ra- 
ſely 5 ther they are a temptation by Which it pleaſes 

ey "a _ God to try his ſincerity, for it is a maxim in the _ 
ng for ſchool of Chriſt that © he that ſaveth his life ſhall 
S loſe it, and he that loſeth his life (that is he who 
refore ! i willing to give up all that is dear to him) ſhall 
ic, dave it,” © he ſhall have manifold more in the 


= 


8 bf preſent world and in the world to come life ever- 
Why laſting, he ſhall be as fecure in ſhort while he is 


5 following Chriſt as this muititude was, however. 
a little e e eee 3 a * 
elf o their unbelieving friends might tremble for them. 


de dll. You then, who in this time of ſcarcity are poor 
teftor, and diſtreſſed, and are trembling for your daily _ 

if you 5 bread, learn if you are the faithful followers of 8 
it nc Jeſus to put your whole truſt and confidence in 

at this him. Cannot he who choſe to work a miracle 

u will for this multitude, rather than let the feebleſt of 


n may them faint in their bodies, on account of their 
nn Y having left home for his fake, provide bread for 
andi . bis followers in this age alſo? This is one of the 


great leſſons taught lis by this ſtory. We all 


nals proteſs to truſt Chriſt with our ſouls. This ſta- | EY 
105 Har ry is to teach us to truſt him with our bodies alſo, 
anner and to put away that anxious care which poor peo- 

+ ſuf. ple eſpecially are apt to feel concerning the * 8 
. row. If thou art ſerving God in the way ot a 


which diligent and honeſt calling and haſt an everlaſting _ 
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hope in Chriſt, fear not as to thy worldly mat-# 
ters. A truly religious man indesd who has his 
| heart in heaven will not be anxious, as the men 
blk this world are, to have any great portion in this 
life: like the apoſtle Paul, having food and ra- 
maent therewith he will be content.“ People ſul- 
fer in general from their vanity or falſe ſhame, or 
a4tfꝗ the: worſt from their dread of future want, 
much more than from their actual want: he 
whoſe thoughts are raiſed above earthly things, 
and who puts his cheerful truſt in God has there- 
fore a wonderful advantage over irreligious men 
when there comes a ſeaſon of diſtreſs. If times 
are hard he ſtrives it is true to be more diligent in 
3 dis calling, but having thus done his duty, he. 
trlrruſts to him who provideth the young ravens with - 
| __ _ food; and clothes the lilies of the field, and whoſe 
rovidence orders all things for him, and in this 
enſe therefore he takes no thought for the mor- 
to, leaving the morrow to take thought for the 
_. __ things of itlelf, for ſufficient unto the day is the 
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But having ſpoken thus ſtrongly of the duty, 
pf truſting E d n be matters, wh = 
j ,, -  _ -eannot be carried too far while we neglett no 
part of that diligence which belongs to us, let me 
nm remark a further cireumſtance which is men- 
{ © © - tioned towards the end of this ſtory. We read 
dat when the multitude were filled, Chriſt ſaid | 
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No if Chri had ſaid „ 1 
"ſhaw we ſhould have been in danger of. e . 


to him in fome ſuch manner as. the: follow! 
But why need we trouble ourſelves abgut the e 
s? Why ſhould we mind uch trifles 2 
Religion does not conſiſt in deſcending: to ſuch 
matters as theſe; and what a mean thing will it. 
_ 0 Sts abou: PTE the SOR Wich are 
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EAA 5 W. e it may. no be improper ye = 3 . 
the cuſlom of giving aw OC CS 
cats and dogs, or go Tat qa to poultry, which is a ſort . 
of waſle always wrong and unſeemly, but peculiarly ſo 


meat to favourite 


at the preſent period ? this is often done for che fake 

of the momentary pleaſure which the maſter feels in ſee- 
21 che animal eat, rather than for che good of the ani- 
which like che fowls of the air ſpoken of above 

jc thrive equally upon inferior food. Cuſſoms of this 


bolt however trifling they may ſeem, imply a . N 


of waſte and afford perhaps an example of 
. e is not e in iu Leffe. 
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What a ſtrikin leſſon of 0 . our : 
ng this precept. Gather up* © 

fragments that remain, ” that is, the 

crumbs and 9 1 W the multitude 8 


10 73 8. 


ſcattered all over the mountain, 5 as to 9 e Eh 
there can be very little of that left; there can only 
be a little barley bread remaining, which we may 
as well leave for the next poor perſon that paſſes, | 
or for the fowls of the air to feaſt. upon. And 
moreover, it is unneceſſary to go after it now for 
the people have done heir dinner, they are not 
_ calling for any more "bread, for all are filled. © 
.- Thus in ſhort ſome of us would have objefted 
that it was too troubleſome to gather 83 the 
crumbs; ſome that it was too mean, and others 
no doubt that, ſince there were no common beg- 
gars juſt then at hand, there would be no. e to 
. Eat them when Wo were gathered. | 


* * : Py i 


Our edo however judged HERES and 1 
PO it can hardly be doubted that both he and 
Bis apoſtles lived for many days after, on the 
twelve baſtets of the fragments of the ſeve barley .'. 
loaves which are ſaid to have remained over and. 
above to them that had eaten.” That ſo much as 
twelve baſkets ſhould.be filled with them, was un. 
doubtediy a part of the ſame miracle which has ⁵⁶ 
been already ſpoken of: methinks however, it 

may be here obſerved that if after ſome of our. = 
modern feaſts, all the fragments that remain were 
to be gathered up and ſet befare us, the quantity 
in like manner would exceed all 9» th ano in 
ſo wie chat it ight | ſeen e ke a 
mirac „ | 
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But if a kale; and: Kina: 3 is forbid 
thus general) 1 by our Saviour, how much more 


criminal mu 


vie with eachpother in trying to relieve the Ye 
ſent ſcarcity, each of us al 0 condeſcending” 
+ panes up the fragments that remain that not 


e laſt; a bad ſeaſon may thus be made a ting 8 


benefit to us, by putting us upon new habits of 
temperance and : ceconomy, and this viſitation of 
which we have been fo much afraid may be turns 


\ Tien thoſe 72 men ah they 05 ie the 1 85 = 
that Fe Feſus did, ſaid, Tie ts of a truth as pry 15 


| ed into a reins to the whole land, alot Chae 


phet that { frould come. into the world, ' 


0 The 1 ruck the Mt A VIE and 


as they were all at that time 3 the appear. 


ance of a great prophet, they conclii 
muſt be the-perſon. Happy would it be if we, 


ed that this 


whenever Providence either afflicts or delivers us, 
would in like manner acknowledge the Divine 
hand, and would ſay under all his various deal- 


ings towards us, as we have equal reaſon” to do, 


«this is of a truth. the diſp e 
Who Fey vey me Worlds” * 


dation n of rat Soy - 


it be in the 2 ſeaſon. Let us 
all then conſider well this leffon, and let all ranks 
among us, rich and poor, maſters and ſervants, 
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Though we have now gone throu b the ſtory 


1 cannot take leave of my readers will 
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g u than I have yet be in praiſe of modera- 
tion. Behold then the Son of Man, the Saviour 


ol the world, making a royal feaſt. Five thou- 


fand perſons are his gueſts; but the turf i is his ta- 


25 ble, himſelf and his iſciples are the waiting ſer- 
vants; the drink no doubt is water from the near- 


eſt ſpring, and the food is barley bread, and a few 


- ſmall fiſhes; and when the dinner is over, the | 
3 are commanded by the Governor of the 


_ feaſt, to © gather up the a which remain 


hat nothing be loſt.” Ye great and gay who rob 


in affluence; and who think to-exalt yourſelves by 


your pomp, and luxury, and profuſion, come then N 
and contemplate this ſtory. How does it put to 


ſhame your ſhining cupboards and ſplendid: feaſts! 


How orcably does this example preach to 5 85 


"> Hehe ity of moderation! 1 mean not indee 


- cenſure that hoſpitality which is only. fied” 10 1 
| „ men rank, or to blame. any other expence, that 
TIES” * is requiſite to perſons; in: hi her circumſtances, 
5 6 gb _ though I will make this remark, that moſt people 


are a to over- rate their own rank, and that true 


I chriſtian YE: conſiſts not in falling ſhort : 
| n merely J 


ing a few farther obſervations to each of chree ſe. 
Feral claſſes of people. IT mean to the rich, to 
__ . thoſein moderate © cjreumſtances, and to. the very ? 


To ae fcſt, Joh me ſay bemething fell more | 


4 Wo 5 thoſe FR rſons . are notorious, 


995 nd perhaps even ri x ig for their 4 and 
ee ſe. extravagance, but that conſiſts in con ſcending 
ch, to ven to keep a little below the common 8 of 
every 1 in our condition. 

wo ut chriſtianity requires e 3 5 every one 


" Bhhould be economical on rinciple. Many of 
Ithe great are willing, in ily Tok fon of danger and 
ſcarcity, to make no ſmall retrenchment in the 
articles of their table, but they are doing it Wor: 
haps as an occaſional and partial thing. Now the 
very cuſtom of the times may plead for this 


molt oſtentatious and profuſe men ia the land, 
mays ee for a wgek or two, by way either 
or variety, or faſhion, or whim, be- 
8 as careful i in gathering up the fragments of 
bread at their tables, as the very diſciples of 
Chriſt. But if they would be chriſtians, let 8 
them · imitate the Whole character of Chriſt. 
We read in holy writ, that there was a time . 
period ſeems indeed to have been a very ſhort 
one) when it was the faſhion for great crowds: of 
vou people, of all ranks: and degrees, to go after 
Eq Bad be the, Baptiſt, in the wilderneſs, for all the - 
% {and of Judea, and. they of Feruſalem, and all the 
RR 75 pe o Fordan,-went:forth to be baptized, con- 
5 ir . Even the rulers and chief . 
ple FF 1781 in company with the multitude attendin 
rue or the poor prophet; and all the phariſees, wit 


their Jong Th 5 9 were e red the man- 
: . Sie 


- op . 8 2 


temporary kind of œconomy, and ſome of the 15 8 | 


only rebuked them ſo much the more ſharply 


_ _- theſe inconſiſtent perſons of- the preſent day (for 
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wle raiment was camel's hair, 
.. leathern girdle about his loins, and whoſe meat wi 
locuſts and wild honey, for repentance was thi 
faſhion at that ſeaſon, juſt as ee is all the rages 


8 Phar: ces ang 


_ "preſent. But when Fohn \ ſaw the Pharif 
Sadducces coming to be baptized , him, he 


Jjuſt ſo, methinks, would he rebuke ſome of 


ſome ſuch I fear there may be) who, while in 

affected tenderneſs to the poor, they are faving 1 
few bits of bread with the one hand, are throw. 

ing away hundreds of pounds with the other, on 
their vices, diſſipation, and. luxury. he Hall 
warned you to flee from the” wrath to come? 
What pretence can you make either to ſelf-denial, 


or benevolence, or religion? Bring forth, there- 

0 rutts meet for repentance. XA then in all 

e, ts conſiſtently with this ſelf-denying cha- 
rater you have aſſumed. Renounce your pride, 
* ore no food to your vanity, and diſmiſs your 
luxuries altogether. Provide 3 with a 
regular fund for your future charity, by the re- 


Aduʒtion in your whole: eſtabliſhment, which you 
may now make. Confeſs alſo your ſins, Let 
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prayer be added to 


be added to your faſting. Repent, in 
mort, of the whole of your paſt life, and-betake 
Vocourſelves to the mercies of Sour Saviour. 
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Baut let us direct our. rebuke in the next place 


dcs ſome individuals in a. lower clals of 


ſociety. } 
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Many there are of the middling rank of bebe, 
Who, having ſet out in life too expentively, e 
no ſo burthened, through the late increaſe in he 
Charges of living, that there are almoſt as = . 

ohjects of pity among this claſs as among e 
Sg loweſt. Theſe men have laid the foundation 4k Jl 
arp heir preſent difficulties and temptations (rr 
ſome off diſficulties Uke theirs are ſure to be attended with i 
dan (a] temptations) by ſetting out on a kalle principle: 
while f 1 mean particularly the principle of rivalling and 
lav ing mimitating others. To do as Others do, and MW 
. throw. ſpend 5 5 others ſpend is the wretched. rule by _ 
her, on which, they have proceeded, à rule which it 18 
tg hath 5 the firſt principles of a cbriſtian to re- 
cone p nounce. Be not conformed t this or 3 
denia, i ore not the world, nor the things of the world. >| 
5 there. ve . —If any man will come after me, et. him deny 5 RE 
n mall | * himſelf, and take up his croſs and follow Me = "| 
ig cha.  . Theſe are precepts which ſuch perſons, ' perhaps, © 
r pride, may now fee to be not on! not harſh, as he7 
is your may once have thought, but friendly even o 
with their worldly. intereſts, and altogether kind nes 
the e. charitable. Ah! let them now: quit that eam 
ch von of the men of the world, which bas entangled 
Let, them, and let them learn both worldly and I”, LE: 5s 
ent, mW venly wiſdom, by copying after the pattern. o + 
betake . Chriſt. Then alſo. they may hope, through be 
2 Rete fund which their moderation will ſupp B 
TEE. - imitate the beneficence of their Saviour, by. > OE 
(place Coming his inflruments in multiphing lch per. 
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bread tq the hungr 
of need like this, dh 
ttetext, to ſhew. mercy to che poor. Thou art as 
much a ſteward as ever theſe apoſtles were. We 
+ are all ſtewards: all we have of. every kind. is 
committed to us as ſuch : the poles, no doubt 
took to themſelves a part of the food committ 
ke Das them ; but . was not e to them = 
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5 Trans are now 3 a the very name el. 'Y 1 
e ſubſcription for the poor, N 9 


2 +” 


But there are b of nearl he Pay EIN 
who, though rather more near th in the world, 


9 ; 5 almoſt as little diſ poſed to any afts of cha- ä 


, for as yet th 8 5 till they have e- a | 
ther for 8 in the firſt ee on = 7 
ſolid fund. By and by e ho to be rich, 


ISS and then their charity will begin. To ſuch I wiſh. 
do remark, that if you ſay you 5 be rich be- 
fore you begin to 5 charitable, you never will 
begin. Let ſuch be reminded of the ſtory we have 

been relating, and take a leſſon from it. What 
li che twelve diſciples had ſaid, that before they 
| ae nts any portion of the five. barley - 


- loaves which Chriſt put into their hands, MT 
muſt claim a right to feed themſelves up to the 


Bo = . bn Would they not have ſhewn 'a fad want 
of faith in Chriſt? Would they not have been 


very unfaithful ſtewards of the bread intruſied to 


' them? And thou art an unfaithful Reward. of | 


God's mianifold gifts, if thou dealeſt not — 
, and if, eſpecially in a time 


ou delayeſt, under any Ro... 
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5 = heavy. gebt, or a ſecret and unaccountable bla . 


5 55 23 n 5 
12 diſperſed; and the PE Accel in 


readi | 
og” ands, through the Divine Bleſſing upon _ 


God, in like manner, permits thee to a — 7 e 


15 thine own. uſe- ſuch. part 'of the good — — 
Which his providence has ſent, as may be truſ 
needful for thee, and in diſpen nf 2 8 Pre to others, N 
he ſhall continually. Ie ore. N is 
true miracles have ceaſed, but 4 may he here 

remarked, that the very manner in Which out 


Saviour's miracles were wrought was often ſuch = ©_ 


ordinary diſpenſations in vs world; thus to in- 
ſtance in the preſent caſe, our Saviour made uſe 
of the apoſtles as his inſtruments i in feeding the _ 
multitude; and it was in paſſing through their 
hands that the bread increaſed in a manner un 
perceived. Juſt thus God uſes man in W 
days, as his inſtrument in ſupplying the wants of 
his fellow-ereatures, and juſt thus alſo it oſten 


as ſerves 4 inſtruct us, in reſpe& to God's more 
1 | 85 9 


pleaſes him to enlarge more and more the liberal 2 


: JA. ns 


man's income, as it is paſſing in afts of charity ß 

* 5 his bands: for ou -eaſy. is it for the FE» | 

ty to do this without any” 588 of mi- ä 

cle, . by the 5 .courſe of his 
perk and to diſappoint, in like manner, 
the cov etous perſon of in, as a juſt judg- 
ment upon him. God Ao Ted: loſſes in trade, 


on Lon i Er or he can I = N 
yet fucce -kee „ Wi e 1 5 8 
e FS hel ll cauſe to run a eee 
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5 God for this meal of water an 


Xx 24 * 
© family, and EY RED more than all the profits af the _ 
' ſhop: Let the trader who believes in Providence, 
take advantage therefore of theſe hints, and let 
him recolle& alſo that, there is a ſaying of the 
wiſe man, which is ſtill on record for our admo-— 
nition, © There: is that ſcattereth, and yet in- 
dbreaſ eth, and there is that w ith-holdeth more than 
is EY 95 Ld it enden to Ovary. . 


F 
* 


Rae now, lally. 1 4 anpſotf: to >the poor, 


and to you what can 1 ſay more encouraging- or <1 


75 des than that our Lord himſelf was poor, 
and that 8 h poor he was patient and content. ä 
- The foxes Ns holes, and the birds of the air 
have neſts, but the Son of Man had not where to 
lay his head. We call to you, therefore, as well 
as to the rich, to come and contemplate this tory. 
© - Behold your Saviour With uplifted hands, and 
with thank ful and 9 looks, ving praiſe 88 1 
15 barley bread, 
and when it is over, commanding his Niſciples to 
Her up*the fragments that remain that nothing 


de loſt. Can you ſit down to a piece of barle 7 5 


bread with e al cheerfulneſs, and can you jun 
equal gratitude give thanks ? You think, 
haps, that your ot is hard, and that vo 555 


worthy of a bettet fare; but Was not your Savidutt. 


alſo worthy? Surely be, of whom John the 


Bs N Bap tiſt ſaid; * the latchet of his ſhoes 1 am not 
„ e to we Is | better title than any 


et 


whic | 


heard or ſeen much o 8 
you, and you have thus learnt to condemn them al. 
together as a body of moſt unchriſtian and witked . | 
people. No it is remarkable that when our Sa v.. 


of his carping at what. he ſaw, or of his ſingling 

them out as the only wicked rank and order. f 
people. I fear there are ſome poor men who. _ ' 
think · that reproofs to the rich are very much want.' 


5 | ſages which bear the . hardeſt on ſome of their 


felt to like plain dealing, will perhaps be more of- 5 
marks however juſt and true ſhould now be made 
to ſpeak freely to the rich, ſo neither ſhall we fear TN. ; 


man as I and d 
tented with your lot, you are 8 talking againſt 
the leh an Jur 1 ought is 
ed not about your own faults but about their pomp - 
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our was on earth, he many times entered into tie 
houſes of the rich, where he muſt have witneffed. .  _ 
their ſuperior enjoyments, Yet we find no inftance 


ed, and who perhaps in reading the preſent tract. 
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on the land, do you think it is for ; 


--_. .__. - the ſins of our governors and our rich men only, 
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lernen, and multitudes of common 
No it may a little help our judgment in th 


or for the common iniquities of us all? As this. 


is an important, and in ſome degree a diſputed 


|! _ © -- - queſtion, let me carry the reader to the book of 1 
Anerring truth for a little ſound knowledge on this 
general ſubject. We find in the ſacred Serip- 


- tures that in the time of Chriſt, there were men of 


All ranks and. conditions living in the world 
1ẽããs there are now: mention is occaſionally mac 
of kings, and governors, and. chief prięſts, of 
poor of lands and houſes, of ſeſlers of filver 
And of purple, of chief captains alſo and centu- 
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we are informed alſo that a' great bo 
people were ſharers in his fin, having even excit- 
ad Bim to, it, for Herod's chief guilt conſiſted in 
= - " Not rejecting the glory given him by the multi- 

- tude, when they impiouſly cried out that. has. 
voice was the voice of a God, and not the voice 
ea man. Again we read of Demetrius a great 
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iT thoſe days. Does our bible tell us that the - 
pPoorer claſs done runs virtuous, and always in 

1 a few rich men wicked and in 
the wrong? We read indeed of a Herod array- © 
l in royal robes, who on account of his pride 
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true God; but it happens 
in this caſe alſo, that all the common work 
men 5 got. 7 3 by the e 
artoo in ilt, and man who - 
2 N ee them Alo, ſo, for (beho . an in- 
ſtance of the violence and folly of a mob) * they 
all with one voice, about the ſpace of two Fonts. 


. cried out, Great is Diana of the Epheſrans.” - 


We will mention only one other proof, how 

fully both rich and poor have ſhewn them- 

Yelves dle to commit the fame crimes; I allude 

- here io no leſs a crime than the crucifixion of our © 
Saviour. The Phariſees I grant were ſome of the 

foremoſt in oppoſing Chriſt ; the chief prieſts | 
A put 

him; 

delivered 

Aim 1%: but let it be remembered at the ſame time 

that it Was the ee e cruct "oy 0 

1 him... e ; 
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facred as well as prophane flatly contradifts; : 

wi which our own -- obſervation of the gong 
times, if we are not ſtrangely blinded by preju- 
dice, muſt contradict alſo ; the truth is (and it is 
the love of truth which makes us ſpeak it) we 
are all naturally very corrupt and prone to yield to 
our ſeveral temptaions: the rich are more particu- 
larly in danger of being proud and luxurious, and 
| regardleſs of the. happineſs of their inferiors, while J 
the poor are in equal danger of not properly re- 
ſpecting thoſe whom God has placed above them, 
and of becoming tumultuous and unreaſonable, 
as well as irreligious and immoral, and raſh, im. N 

patient, and complainin 5. In“ the fight of our 
common father we are all of us methinks like ſo 
many criminals, who differ more in the kind than 
we do in the degree of our guilt, and inſtead 
therefore of quarrelling with each other about the 
proper diviſion of the fin that is due to the ſeve- | 
ral claſſes of ſociety, it would be better for us all 
to humble ourſelves in this day of our viſitation, 
and to confeſs with one voice that We are unwor- 
thy even of the moſt common favours of God's 
' providence, and as holy. Jacob' obſerved that e. 
are leſs than the leaſt of all his mercies. - But as 
I am ſpeaking now to the poor let me more par- 
ticularly obſerve, that if every poor man inſtead. 
of venturing beyond his. depth (for I wiſh to 5 
meaſure my words) into the vaſt hiſtory of king- 
doms and empires, and of the- great affairs Of 
de 81288 retire home 8 look a ONE. into % 
the 
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_  *the more plain and ſimple hiſtory of his own paſt 
life, and if he would try to trace the evils which 

have befallen him up to their proper ſource, with - 
as much care as ſome men beſtow on tracing the 
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would perhaps find that more of the hardſhips he 
now ſuffers are owing to his own fault than he © 
ould imagine without ſuch examination. Either 
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evils which have come upon the kingdom, ge 


. want of induſtry when he was young, or want 1 
1 of economy e a little older, and ._ + 
N it E have laid up money. Want of tem 
. . aſtity, and ſobriety, or want of cha- | 
vo _  radter for ſtrift truth and exact integrity; want of | 
a - prudence in ſome of the important ſteps of his | 

ite, and above all want of religion; which is the x 43 
- BH foot indeed of the other ſins I have named. = 
„ „ bleſſing of God has been with- _ | 
5 ; trawn from him ; —theſe are the cauſes which ä | 
1 + ring a poor man into ſtraits, and which lead to 

; tags and all manner'of wretchedneſs, which make 1 

8 t difficult alſo to recover; ſo that it ſeems both _ | 
: | pa and pleaſanter to plunder a mill or even io A 
we dull down a kingdom, than to riſe by the flow S 
I neans of patient induſtry, truſting in God and | 
eerciſing the grace of repentance. Here there- ' 
I bre let me warn the more induffrious poor to b: 
1 mw of joining themſelves with ſuch characters, AY 

ieware even of the firſt tendency of ſuch a ſpi- ne. 


heir proceedings. Paul who became afterwards 
| | fierce perſecutor of the chriſtians, began by 
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by mixing in ſuch company both promote their 
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way of ſoftening the evils of poverty, not to be 
too anxious about any of the things of this life, —' 
buſtling and fub cnbing, becauſe one of the article 


79 it is in common, and how many a poor ma: 
is there who has gone into a veſtry perhaps t. 
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church for many a month together. We rea; 
towards the end of this chapter, from which oi ; 

| tory has been taken, that Jeſus ſeeing man 
the fame perſons. to whom he had diſtribut 00 
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98 them, Verity. verily Jay unto you, e ſeek n 
not becauſe ye or the miracles, but becauſe; 
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tones at Stephen. —You who aid and comfort 
men ol riotous diſpoſitions, or who do but ſeem. 
'to comfort them by ſtanding among them, may 


. ends and earn their ſpirit, and though your crime 4 
be not equal to that of. Paul, yet remember that, 5 


TE \ 3 775 wer of government is a power ordained 0; 15 
. and that he that reffteth the 7 70% ell | 
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But now finally, let me e you as 8 bef oh? 


What trembling and complaining have we late! 
$7 _ ſeen, what calling of ve . advertiſing, an- 


Of our 1 04 has become dearer for a few month 
receive his loaf of bread at a reduced prick, : | 
whom nothing could | induce to enter into th: | 
: > bread, again - crowding after him, He ſaid un 


r and were gs . thi | 


7 3 


te, =o; 4. N 
M 1 
{EY in theſe-da 5: many a poor Py” comes hes the TEE 

— loaves in the veſtry who cares little for the relig i- 
belt ous inſtruftion which 1 is offered him 1 in the church. 5 

Na | © Labour: not (added our E 8 the meat” 

1% Kat 2 . or the meat that endureth unto 

7 + I corrlafling life, which the Son of man ſhall give 

Fre. unto you —b am the bread of t fe, he that com. 

FOES eth unto me ſhall never hunger,” 8 he Kat be. 8 : 
ck lieveth on me 1 Mott: never Rs.” 3 a 
2 Were is- now that eneration 860 men ales ; 
e,_ received their bodily food thus miraculouſly from : 
atek the benevolent h of Chriſt ? Where are the 2 
an, fick whom he healed, the lepers whom ge 
tele eleanſed, and the blind whom he reſtored to fight? 

ont Alas! Death has long ſince cloſed the eyes, and 


opened; and the 
„ Nh demie ove over the dead, w 
PU: WW raiſed up 

e W havebeen mingled with the duſt, their ſouls live 
for ever; the benefit which they received in this 
world is over, but the other part of the bleſſing 
which our Saviour offered,. follows, them into 
eternity. — So is it in our caſe, as to all the various 


we has recovered 
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pains, and cares and anxieties, and joys and 
rows, our days of ſcarcity alſo, and of plenty, will 
ſoon be over, and be as if they had never been; 

but the = JI gone wien is "AY from them 
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inſtead of being buffeted in this evil world, ſhall 
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vill go with us into the world which is to came. 

Then they who have been molt afflicted in this 

life, provided they have duly prafited by. their 
affliction, and have trodden in the ſteps of Chriſt, 


meet the eye of their approving God, for there 
the ted "ſhall ceaſe from 3 and the 
weary ſhall be at reſt ; there they ſhall hunger nd 
mare, neither thirſt any. more, neither fad“ the 
ſun light on them, nor any heat; they Jhall he led 
by the living 1 of waters, and God ſhalt 
wife away all tears from ther eyes 
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